The ROW? OP EnmotCon tried to find these essential qualities of humanity, they gravitated toward reasoning, problem solving, learning via concept formation, and other qualities apparently central to the capacity we call intelligence.
Perhaps this happened because these qualities are characteristic of the idealized scientist, and thus are valued by the communities of which the researchers were part. Artists, in particular the character animators, also tried to understand and express the essence of humanity in their constructions.
Character animators had to be especially analytic, because they had to produce human life from nothing more than individual, hand-drawn, flat-shaded line drawings. moved frame by frame, without being able to rely on a human actor to portray the character. The practical requirement of producing hundreds of thousands of these drawings forced animators to use extremely simple, nonrealistic imagery, and to seek and abstract precisely that which was crucial.
It can be argued that while scien-
